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Pal au Irterventi on

Madame Co- Chair, Excelencies, Dstinguish Participarnts, Ladies and Gentlemen

Let me at the out-set, express Palau’s del egation sincere appreciationtothe Geneva
International Centre for Humanitarian Demining and Donors Goup of the Sponsorship
Programme for sponsoring my participation intoday’s meeting in behalf of the Republic
of Palau My island Countryis a small nation wth very limited resources and wthout
their support it woul d have been very difficult far metotravel this far totake part inthis
very important meeting

My island courtry although very small wth onl'y 20,000 people and wththe land mass of
less than 300 square miles does nat have the ability to produce Antipersonnel mines, my
courtry however, ataches great importance tothe Convention onthe Prohibition of (Se,
St ockpiling Production and Transfer of Antipersonnel Mines and on Their Destruction
(‘The Qtawa Convention, Mine Ban Treaty).

This is so because as small as small as we are the Republic of Palau was the site of one of
the fiercest battle during the World War Il inthe Pacific and the issue of unexpl oded
ordnances and abandoned expl osi ves are of great concernto Palau Palau has had its
share of victims of abandoned expl osi ves and unexpl oded ordnance after WWIIL. Palau
believes that there are many unexpl oded ordnance out inremate terrains of Palaw but
does not have the capabilityto find and safel y remove them.

Withthree-quarters of the world's nations as a Sate Parties and S gnatories make the
Qtawa Convention an exceptional irternational law and Palau takes notice onthis. This
is a cdlear indication of the wdespread international reection of any use of possession of
antipersonnel mines. Palauis taking every step tomake sure that it wll soon, toa jan
this Convention

Palauisirterested in supporting anirternational humanitarianlawaddressing the
problem of unexpl oded ordnance and legal obligation for the users of expl osive
munitions to ensure that civilians come to no harm from the remnants of war.

I thank you Madame Co-Chair



