ZIMBABWE'S STATEMENT ON MINE ACTION TO THE 7™ MEETING OF
STATE PARTIES HELD IN GENEVA 18 -22SEPTEMBER 2006 i
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Faamksree=Mr President for affording me this opportunity to give an update to WC’(L"%’ f‘
this important meeting’én the progress of mine action in Zimbabwe. -Allow~ Juzsgg..[z,'v/-
rre-to-start by thanking you and the rest-of your team-for-suecessfully 9 Ty wﬁ
preparing-and-hosting-this meeting. QJ

oS
It gives me pleasure to report progress achieved since &&e last meeting in
Zagreb i last year. Perhaps-before-I-providecurrent-information-in-as-far-as-
Mme—~Ae-t-ion--'rn~~Zimbabwe—'r&c—e-mcerned,l[et me start by reminding thi@meeting
that Zimbabwe has a National Mine Action Plan which is already being
implemented. By year 2005, almost 50% of all mine&areas had been cleared
from a total of over 700km stretch of minefields. FHeEneteraplnpHorbs

i ce- The clearance plan & currently being executed #at is facing
challenges of shortage of financial resources and equipment. The plan was
based on the premise that the country was going to receive additional
support from willing partners which unfortunately has not been forthcoming.
It fotljl%vs therefor.e that a_II m@&:%{r‘%e efforts are going to be executed
by sRe Army Deminers using natiorial battaadegeste resources to try and
meet our deadline in year 2009. Much as we are encouraged by the progress
made so far, it is important to be realistic and acknowledge that we still have
a very difficult task ahead of us in order to meet the deadlinejéﬁ took us 7
intensive years to clear half the mined areas, it may take us much longer to
clear the remainder due to dwindling resources. In short, my country is way
behind schedule in its mine action plan due to limited resources.

As Zigeabwe reported to the Standing ngmmjttee meetings here 4 May, trs=
yeae a team of Axmy-Deminers are sk dep oyer clearing tt}gj,Okm double
stretch Sango Border Post to Crooks Corner minefield i2=E8e South Eastern
Lewreldeme=eur border with South Africa and Mozambique. To date over
€00 000m? has been cleared with over 200 mines destroyed so far. Fre=
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reased in orket to.provdé-more resources to -
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Let me reiterate that it is practically, i;mpossible to meet our deadline in year

2009 using national resources We are left with no option but to revise tae-

Cug-whete National Mine Action P(@n. In essence, my country is congiq\%rin/g

applying for an extension of}ﬁg\ggidfjine for Zimbabwe by a-ag £of still to

be determined basing on the, rate of Clearance G ' |
lals ettt e fratised-and” o
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in-dreeaurse— We therefore welcome the current discussions aimed at
seeking ways to allow mine affected countries that are not in a position to
meet their deadlines. 4z S22 LY~ oenT

In as far as the rehabilitation and reintegration of landmine survivors is
concerned, my country has still a lot to do. The major development in this
area is a landmine impact survey which is going to bwﬁadlertaken in the last
quarter of this year in the country. This survey is 5, going to provide &xe
stat|st|cs of tlie survwors thelr |ocat|ons nee pOSSIble networks,aseset
Heh : E : ThlS prOJect is belng

%ﬁﬁe&t Most of these survivors are Iocated in far remote areas which
are difficult to access. Other than UNDP f\‘é’t‘her organisation has or is
contemplating assisting ghf_landmme SUrvivors a?qifnow

Currently, there are several mine risk education campaigns going on in
Zimbabwe. In the pasti2# months, 15 people died after detonating mines in
s .
areas closer to the minefields. There certalnl JI¢ g]%re cases which went
unreported since almost all mined areas #se=cosesse- the border, which #§ «X
remote and difficult to access. These alarmmg ﬂgures were provuded by the
Iocal pollce and alI occurred on a partialycleared 130km stretch of &
FeschrterD &y minefield on our North Eastern border. Let me say that
thts is the reason why a wholistic land mine impact survey is to be launched
this year.
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