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IMr President, |
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

It is a great honorfggmeeﬁfag”ﬂéirj} for the Republic of Cyprus to
‘participate in the 9'" Meeting of the States Parties, to the Convention of
Anti - Personne!l Mines, which strives to achieve the common goal of
building a safer world, through the eradication of all antipersonnel mines,

whether in Stockpiles or laid in active Minefislds.

Since our last briefing in June 2008, at the Meeting of the Standing
Commitiees in Geneva, the Republic of Cyprus has proceeded with
steady steps in fulfilling its obligations, according to the provisions of

Article 5 of the Ottawa Convention, strictly following the requirements of

tha Country's National Plan.

The additional p}'ogresrs, concerns the destruction of (392) AP

mines, which were removed from 2 further minefields of the National

Guard.

The work that remains, according to our time schedule within the

Nationa!Plan, involves the destz'uction of 3224 AP mines iaid in 10,,;rfim’aT"‘ff_"u.r-.‘eﬁ\’\?
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minefields, in areas under the effective control of the Republic of Cyprus.

These activities must be completed by the 1% of July 2013.

Moreover, the destruction process of AP mines laid in minefields is
not impeded by any circumstances, since the field activities are
monitored and regulated appropriately, until the aforementioned-

objective is successfully accomplished.
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To this end. our demining teams are supported technically and

financially, Thué, sulizble fe'c;f’m%c'a'l-means?‘!?*ﬁi‘z at their disposzl
whenever necessary, according to the emerging difficulties within the
field. This demining methodology has proved to be efficient from the
beginning of our operations and continues, therefore, to be adopted by

our experts.

The Republic of Cyprus, therefore, can assure all States Parties
once again, that the deadline for the completion of the demining activities
within laid minefields of the National Guard will be met, in the same
manner that has_ been accomplished in the past with our stockpiled

mines.

Finally, being fully aware of the human suffering caused from the
existence and use of AP mines, we hope that a similar policy will be
implemented in the areas which are not under the effective control of the
Republic of Cyprus. Only in this manner will it be feasible, to construct

and nurture the feslings of safety and confidence throughout the entire

island.

Thank you for your attention



